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5 FASTER, 
{ NAN!) = 
\ FASTER! AL] 


remember-- 


on. all> : - { Ss “4 i. “ 7 oa ges) 
"THE > i) An a / 
LINEXAMINED ‘ 4 ' = eae 
LIFE IS NOT WORTH J XX Now I'm trying to 
G LA 


\B to remember in 
the first place-- 


And the yelling in 
the background. 
= “Faster!” Always, 
faster! 


Se : () hh y j 
= /\\ ° = \ 
\\ Wh } 
<a | What did ¥)/ 
AS Dee: || that mean? |! |. 4 


I thought }h 

| every day 

would be 
my last. 


The eruelest lesson I learned? They wanted me to fail. 
My limitations...comforted them...made them gleeful. 


lis name 
was Fred. 


The rumor was he'd been 
injured as 2 young man in pacar 

lis head wasn't right, exactly. 
They sald he heara sti 


| | He was Thy to me, fed) me after they 
| left. Tried to help me learn my song. 


“ 


See eee 


| 
S 
| 
\ 


Fi 


SS] AG (San. 
There was only ae eS ak 
ever one out we” by sae f 
of all of them a am 
who was kind... C Lf sw A 


They kill killed A hin. im. | 
y eee 


ee Fred’ Ss last 
decent act in this 

| world was to | 
| leave unlocked | 
the cage I'd lived { 
in most of my life. 


<< 
Wy S0 I did what 
< Fred would 
| have wanted 


| me to. 


WATERS WILL HEAL 
SO COURAGEOUSLY, 


BROTHER. 


all St 


sounds. 


YOU'LL 


LIVE FOREVER, SO J 
THEY SAY. _4) 


‘M ON 
MY WAY IN SEARCH 
OF THE FABLED FOUNTAIN 
OF YOUTH AND I COULD USE 
A SMART CHIMPANZEE 
PARTNER! y 


My injuries 
disappeared. 
| Pain I'd ignored 
| for years was 
| gore. 
And something 
else changed-- 


| A at once, like | 
| lightning hitting 


| amirror, I was | I saw for the first | my] 
time how it all fit oe 
A\ 
\ 


| together. Nee, 
| N 
And everywhere I looked IN 
there were clues, which led 
to evidence, which led to 
the simple meaning of It all! 


+f a Wh i 


‘4 


7a = 


Everywhere--perfect 5 7 /t could be | 
eure Wal lors to | All of it made sense. | interrogated, 4 
insoluble mysteries that | : = r | made to give up 
had haunted my blunt | (ts secrets and 
ape brain for so lorg. | (ts mysteries like 
pe | 2 person--like 
\ music, unfurling 


before me... 


The dirt I dug up sent all three \P 
i of Fred's killers to the pen. F 
Two of them were put to 
death by the state, the third 
man was gutted like a catfish 


| in the showers. 


4] wy 


i pew PSS 1 Ae 

| Did I feel bad? Not at all. | 

| What you learn, ir detection, 
/s that all cruelty belies the 
same sin--a lack of 
imagination. In other words... | 


ner gave 
UN TANA Weep 
wane gat a 


ay 


A 


/ I KNOW! 
I'M GOING AS FAST 
ASICAN! 4 


i =n el Ni 
) aN - ta! | DK ... SOCRATES. 
}} <4} | ey CGLIILELESS WAY, 
. YA our SIMIAN COMPADRE, 
; ‘ (| lan— H THIS IMMORTAL, SUPER- [SS 

WE'RE AO ARS . EVOLVED REPOSITORY OF >= 

SU CONNECTED? (is . EVERY KNOWN FACT, EVERY 
NX | \ : y ) SCRAP OF RECORDED 
. DATA... 


THIN VN (a 
SO, WILL, BUT...BLIT = y Lg THIS 
I DON'T LINDERSTAND... ‘ae « \ RESOURCE 
SOMETHING |S HAPPENING \ AA WE'RE RELYING 
TO ME...FINDING THIS asi ON-- 
FREQUENCY... 


I FEEL LIKE A 
DUMB APE AGAIN...LIKE 
DEVOLVING... 


sy) A 
Wi, —~> DY AND I CAN'T REMEMBER ea 
aS. WHO SAID "THE UNEXAMINED 
fee LIFE 1S NOT WORTH LIVING." 


+15 REMINDING 

US HE MAY HAVE 
BECOME SOMEWHAT 
LESS THAN RELIABLE 


OF LATE... THANKS, IN 
PART, TO YOUR HARD 
WORK, PROFESSOR MORROW, 
I'VE MADE CONTACT THROUGH 
LAYERS OF MULTIVERSAL 
FEEDBACK WITH THE 
FLASH AND THE 
OTHERS... 


FROM MY 
CALCULATIONS, 
WHILE ESCAPING THE DARK 
MULTIVERSE, THE CHALLENGERS 


TORNADO’S WIND HARMONICS AS A 
GUIDE TO THE HOUSE OF HEROES, 
BEFORE RETURNING TO EARTH. 
THAT FREQUENCY IS THE SAME 
} ONE OUR ALLIES ARE 4 


RIDING NOW... 
7 WE'VE 
ACCESSED 
. IT FROM EARTH VIA 
: TORNADO...PLUS ~ ON BOARD THE 


THE METAL MONITOR SHIFTSHIP 
MEN. ULTIMA THULE, EN ROUTE 


TO THE HEART OF THE 
“Ss MULTIVERSE. 
A 


SOCRATES 
IS THE LEAST OF 
OUR WORRIES. 


<a) a 
MY IMMEDIATE 5 
CONCERNS INVOLVE KXY 
THE IMMUTABLE LAWS 
é OF PHYSICS. 


IMPERATIVE T 
BORROW DR. MAGNUS 
FOR A MOMENT. 
FOLLOW ME, 


= 5 a 
“at 


LOOK... THE 
CHIMP'S LOSING IT; 
THE BIGGER THE WORDS 
HE THROWS AROUND, THE 
LOWER BURNS HIS 
INTELLECT. 


I FEAR OUR 
MISGUIDED ATTEMPTS 
TO SAVE THE DAY ARE 


I WAS 

J BOILING AN EGG, 

{ WILLIAM; THAT’S WHEN I 
KNEW SOMETHING WAS OH, 
SO TERRIBLY WRONG WITH 

EVERYTHING. I CALLED 
THE OTHERS IN. 
THIS WAY. 


YY DEAR 
SIVANA, I'M A 
\ CHECKER. 


TRIPLE- ‘y 
\ CHECKER. 


GOD 
FORBID, I'D WASTE 
ANYONE'S PRECIOUS 


IMPENDING COSMIC 
APOCALYPSE! ji 


THE 
BOILING POINT OF 
WATER IS NOW 106 

DEGREES... 


WHATEVER HAS HAPPENED, 
IT'S CAUSING THE LAWS OF 


“HEAR THAT? THIS 
BLACKHAWK ISLAND 
WON'T DEFEND ITSELF 
WHEN THE SKY FALLS IN. 


"WE'RE AT THE LAST |= 
STAND OF SCIENCE |- 
AND DISCOVERY. | 


THE 
ONLY QUESTION, 
DOCTORS... 


BE HEROES...OR 
VILLAINS. 


GOOD. 


YOU STILL 
WANT THIS 
EGG? 

I WASN'T 
SURE IF IT WAS 
A DEMONSTRATION 
OR ACTUAL 

_ BREAKFAST. 


NOT NOW, 
. WILLIAM! 


IT'S HARD- 
BOILED. 
y 


THE DAMN 
THING'S RUINED. 


-»-CALLING CYBORG-- 
FLASH--ARE YOU 
STILL THERE? 


IS THAT 
YOU?! COME IN! 
YOU NEED TO FIND 

THE HOUSE OF 
HEROES! 


COME ‘ = 
IN! MAYOAY! EVERYTHING . 
MAYDAY! iui 8 7. GOING | 


FLASH 
CALLING THE HOUSE 
OF HEROES! 


..e THAT SHOULD 
GET SOMEONE'S 
ATTENTION. 


DO YOU 
HAVE ANY IDEA HOW 
MUCH DATA I'M TRYING 
TO PARALLEL PROCESS 
AT EXTREMELY HIGH 


SPEEDS, FLASH? Zia 
a >—__- FF 


IT'S NOT SOMETHING I 
HAVE TO DEAL WITH 
EVERY DAY... ), 
Aled 


I HAVE A 
MOTHER BOX 
FOR A HEART-- Bf 

FROM NEW \ 

GENESIS. 


TaN j \ Wi 'M 
ait A CONSTANTLY 


LIPGRADING \ | —— ” OKAY, we 
fa WIRED INTO p= FIRST- 
aN A LIVING MACHINE Wa y 
THAT RUNS ON y ae 
MUSIC. 


",..YOU GO SEE IF 
RAVEN HAS MADE 
FRIENDS WITH THIS 
THING!” 


--RAVEN. 


HOW'S IT-- } 


VESSEL'S 
LIVING MUSIC---AHUFF= 


SHUFF=--EMPATHIC DRIVE 


IT'S CONFUSED-- 
AFRAID-- 


EVERYTHING'S 
OUT OF TLINE--TRYING, 
BUT--IT RELIES ON THE 

SONG-LINES TO BE 

PURE--BLT-- 


THE MUSICA 
UNIVERSALIS-- 
BREAKING DOWN INTO 


NOISE AND FEEDBACK-- 


_ INCOHERENT-- 


CAN'T FIND 
IT, DAMMIT! THE 
; { ULTIMA |S 
FIFTY-TWO Lost! 
UNIVERSES MAKE UP 
THE MULTIVERSE--ALL GUIDED BY 
OCCLIPYING THE SAME SPACE, Jy INSTINCT--TRYING 
AT THE SAME TIME, SEPARATED TO RETURN TO LIOTAN-- 
ONLY BY FREQUENCY, THE SUPERIUDGE-- 
VIBRATION \ THE LAST OF THE 
» MONITORS--_aa 


SEENOW, ~ 
HE SOUNDS LIKE 
THE GLY. 


_ DON'T 
= wT: S/ THINK YOU NEED 
| TO EXPERIENCE THE 
SHIP'S PAIN ANY 
LONGER, 
RAVEN. 


SO THE 


HOUSE OF HEROES 
WE'RE LOOKING FOR 


|S RIGHT HERE. 
ALL WE 
HAVE TO DO IS 


TUNE IN. 


\ ed 
<4 


{ DISCORDANT, 
ee 


THESE 
CONTROLS WERE 
DESIGNED FOR CREATURES 
WHO COULD ALTER THEIR 


\\ SCALE AND PITCH AT WILL Jame 


TO TRAVEL THROUGH Ay 
THE MULTIVERSE-- 


t 
COULD DO 
THAT. 


IN FACT, 
I'D LOVE TO 
SEE IF I COULD 


TOO LATE, 
FLASH! 


SOMETHING... 
SOMETHING |S 
BEARING DOWN ON US 
THROUGH THE 
NOISE!!! 


ENORMOUS, 


FASTER THAN 
THOUGHT... 


” =-THE CARRIER 
/S POWERED BY-- 
YOU READY FOR THIS?-- 


A CAGED BABY 
UNIVERSE. 7 
mars f~ 
MONI/TOR-SCALE | Wy, F 
7 


NANOTECH. 


TRACK AND FOLLOW 
US ANYWHERE. 


WHAT I HEAR 1S THE SOUND 
oF MUTINY IN YOUR VoICE, 
MS. WAYNE. BE CAREFUL, 
OR I/LL CRUSH IT 
OUT oF You. 


7 SOON: > 
THINK HE'D LIKE ) 
\ YOU SAYING, 
HAT... 


--ALL THESE >) — — 
WORLDS--DISEASED-- IF WE FAIL, 
INFECTED-- IT'S DISASTER ON 
7 AN UNSPEAKABLE 
SCALE, FLASH! 


I THINK I 
HAVE AN IDEA. THAT 
BABY UNIVERSE IS RICH 
WITH COSMIC POTENTIAL, 
PULLED STRAIGHT FROM 
THE WORLD FORGE. IF WE 
CAN FREE IT, IT'LL STOP 
THE CARRIER IN ITS / 
TRACKS. ‘t 


AND ALL 
THAT POSITIVE 
ENERGY MIGHT SET 
THE MULTIVERSE BACK 
ON THE RIGHT 


PKEPAKE 
TO BOAKY. 


YOU CAN 
DO WHAT 
NEEDS TO BE 
DONE FASTER 7 
THAN ANY RR 
OF US, 
FLASH-- 


TECH- 
EMPATHIC LINK, 
ENGAGE-- 


I LIKE 
ALL KINDS OF 
MUSIC. 


Je) 
MAKE YOUR DARKEST 
CONSTRUCTS, LITTLE 


“BRUCE”... 


CAN'T SCARE 


A DAUGHTER OF — 


HELL. 


WITH DARKEST 
BLACK, I CHOKE THE 


LIGHT! NO BRIGHTEST | ES 


DAY ESCAPES MY 
SIGHT! 
INITIATING 
BLACKOUT! 


WHAT DID 
SHE-- 


RELEASE 
THE HOUNDS. 


vic! I DID 
IT! I'M IN THE 
CARRIER! F 


SOON BEFORE 
RED DEATH'S ON 
MY TAIL? 


THAT WAS BEFORE S 


S : 
BLISY HERE T WAS PLUGGED INTO Ja 
‘ FLASH! : DF ' SS 


Nes 


I ONLY 
HAVE TO BE ONE 
STEP AHEAD. 


FLASH... 
m TELL US YOU'VE 
FOUND IT! 


I MEAN, NOT “DEAD,” 


J Too. MERCILESS, p 
| G 


— 
e WORKED 
/\ OUT WELL FOR THE 
SS DINOSAURS. 


BABY LS 
/ LINIVERSE, DEAD AHEAD! =I SEE You, ~ BIG. 
co \ RIGHT? 


THAT THING 
YOU DIDN'T WANT 
ME TO DO TOTHE FF 
GRAVITATIONAL § 
SUPPRESSOR 
GATES? 


YOU FOOL! DO YOU REALIZE 
THE ENERGY IT TAKES TO 
HOLD A UNIVERSE IN INFANCY? 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN 
IT'S UNLEASHED?! 


YOU JUST 
GOT HIT BY THE 
f Jf PURE POSITIVE ENERGY 
OF COURSE I SY SOR OF CREATION. IT JUST 
DO. I'M A SUPERHERO é Wy | SHIFTED YOUR POLARITY. 
SCIENTIST. pate  ) , REVERSED 


yY 
ALLEN-- BRUCE-- 
HE'S GONE. 
OH GOD-- 


WE'RE STANDING AT THE END 
OF INFINITY DOING OUR BEST 
TO PROVE THAT IT STILL i 
MEANS SOMETHING TO > * 
) BE A HERO. y 


LET'S SEE WHAT “\ 
FLASH FACTS SOUND }). 
LIKE /N STEREO. _A\ 


ia | HERE IN THIS 
J LA ROOM. 


7 COME ON! 
7 WE Need To cet \ 
BACK TO THE THULE! 
WE SLOWED THEM 
NO, THEY'LL 
—_ JUST CAPTURE THE 
ee | UNIVERSE AGAIN. TURN 
ye Rania - : IT DARK... SOMEONE HAS 


UNTIL IT’S TOO BIG TO 
5 RECAPTURE! 


He IMALTIVERSE TO BE NEAR 
WN TI IULTIVERSE TO BE NEA 
. THAT KIND OF ENERGY! ' "THE CARRIER IS CHARGED WITH THE 
YOU'LL DIE, BARRY...” ENERGY OF THE DARK MULTIVERSE, IT'S 
- . SCARRING EVERY WORLD IT TOUCHES, 
tf PULLING GOODNESS INTO HORROR, 


53 
“WHEN THE WORLD ORRERY os 
FALLS, EVERY BATMAN IN yam 
THE MULTIVERSE WILL JOIN 
THEIR RANKS. THE 
INFECTION WILL SPREAD. 


“THERE WILL BE NO 
MORE HEROES. IT HAS 
TO BE THIS WAY...” 


Yn / I'LL TAKE 
SACA| My TIME WITH 
\ YOU. 
i. YOU'LL 
=f ALON 


i I DON'T 

7 UNDERSTAND...I 

R THOUGHT WE WERE 2) 
| WINNING. 


p THE 
MUSIC'S JUST 
i NOISE. 


THEY DID 


SOMETHING TO US. Hy 


THE THULE'S NOT 
RESPONSIVE. 


I...I HAVE A 


READING. WE'RE 
STILL ON COURSE. 
THERE'S STILL 
HOPE! 


Y 2227. we \\\ j 
/ DID IT! WE'RE \ Vi “4 3TEG | 
NEARLY THERE! fp 
HOUSE OF | ¥ 
ZzZ7! 


SHOULD. 


- / 
fers THAT... é Nox: 
E> : —y 
OX vv SPY 
S A) ol UP yy, 


re oy, 

But the path the Thule was following... | 
charted to the dark from this /slard... | 
was based on plans made long ago. A 


: To find Puth.,. Peal 


| truth...you have is hen 
go...improvise... Mid... 
2 universe expands...music 4 /t was safe...mapped...Cyborg 
was playing old notes... ( 


explores... 


| My mind.../¢ was going... | 
| but L...had to know. fe 


RED TORNADO 
A WILL DESTROY THE 
WHOLE-- 


YOU ZZZ7=...YOU 
DON'T UNDERSTAND... 
THE DOOR... 


THE CHALLENGERS... 
W-W-WE WERE HEADED ON 
THE DIVINE F-FREQUENCY TO 
THE HOUSE OF HEROES...BLIT WE 
OPENED THE DOOR TO BARBATOS, 
TO THE DARK...WE WERE 
POISONED...AIMED AT THE 
HEART OF HOPE... 
WE... TURNED 
Sea’ BACK...WE CAME 
HOME...CLOSED THE 
DOOR AS FAST AS 
WE COULD. 


EVIL 
EXISTS. 


WE \ 
UNDERESTIMATED 
THE POWER, THE SCALE 
AND REACH OF OLIR 
ADVERSARY. 
————> 
CARRIED IT H-H-HOME 
wT US. 
THEY PLAN ge a 
TO INJECT A FATAL ~< 
DART INTO THE HEART ‘eer 
OF THE MULTIVERSE-- 
AND WATCH IT 
DIE. 


THE WORD |S 
DELIVERED. 


ALL 
THINGS MUST BE 
CONCLUDED IN 
TERROR. 
I'M 


GRATEFUL \ 
YOU GAVE ME AN OFF 
SWITCH FOR FEAR, _ = 
PROFESSOR. _ 


SOMEBODY 
WARN THEM!!! 


, PLEASE. 
CAN SOMEBODY 


HELP ME? 


THEY'VE THE FIRST 
SIGN THAT THE 


BEEN 
HERDED. END HAS ARRIVED WILL 


BE A WORD--A FINAL 
PLEA THAT GOES 
UNANSWERED... 


= 
fd ——_ 
I WILL BE 
AWAKENED TO 
WITNESS IT. 
’ 


ONE SINGLE 
_ WORD... 


/ WHATEVER 


HAPPENED 
TO ME--AT 
FOUNTAIN-- 


--LUNHAPPENING-- 
EVERYTHING WRONG-- 
MY MIND-- 


--BROKEN-- — 


--EVERYTHING-- § 
HOOT--HOO-- 


_ ( --REDDEATHNOBARRYDIDITTHEYCAN'TFOLLOWLISNOW-~ 


i 
THE CARRIER'S 
WARHEADS...WE CAN'T 
STOP-- y. 


A, 


It's too 
late... 


a. | 
/ ! 


A--RESPONSE 
TO YOUR MAYDAY, 
FLASH... 


I'M GETTING \\ en £ 


Wy HERE HE 15. 
J] WE HAVE MomENTS 


=I 


I DON'T KNOW 
ABOUT EVERYONE 
ELSE... 


SOMETHING 
REALLY BAD JUST | 
HAPPENED. 


YOu 
CAN FEEL IT r Ai 
COMING. EE 


THE END OF 
EVERYTHING-- 
\ TOO BIG--TOO 


OH, sHuT uP, Va 


IT'S BEEN 
HIDEOUS! 


77 ND WE'VE 
FAILED, AS 


ALL OF YOU 
REPROBATES AND 
GENIUSES. 


e | “T IT'S BEEN A 
Te PLEASURE... 
, i = 


WHAT 
HAPPENNNING TO 
MEEEE?! 


"WHAT... 
WHERE?” 


WHU--WHUH Vy 


GOTTA 
STICK TOGETHER 
TILL THE END, I 

SAY. 


W TT 


You 
WONDERED WHAT 
IT MEANT, BUT THINK 
ABOUT IT, BOBO... 
BROTHER... 


“DETECTIVE ‘\ 
CHIMP.” 


WE'VE ' 
WATCHED YouR } 
LIFE. 


ty IMMORTALITY 


HAS ITS 4 
» REWARDS. J 


WE GOT 
THIS FIXED BACK 
IN 2067. THE 53rd 
WORLD |S HERE 


} 


